Iraq pups flown to safety

As US troops extend their stay in lrag, W5PA's US oftice has
heen receiving a flurry of F-mails from soldiers who are look-
ing for a way to help some animals thar have become very

special to them.

“I've heard from several soldiers who have befriended home-
less dogs as they traveled through Trag. In some cases, the
dogs and soldiers were wgether throughout the entire war,”

said USA Director Laura Saleer. "They want to offer their new

r.'_nmp;;niun:-. a sale life back home in the US, 5o we're ﬁ:ln’.‘]irlg

ways to help them."

Transporting a stray doe our of war-torn Lrag is not a simple
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task. The dogs must be examined and vaccinated by a vereri-

narian in order o obtain travel permits. The nexe major

hurdle is paying for the transportation costs, which can run
upw,trd:; of 51,000,

“We try to put the soldiers in contact with groups or indi-
viduals rhar mighe be willing to donate roward the cosc of
a ricker,” said Salter.

One lucky pup named Rarcher has already made the trip.
lhroughour the war, Ratchet rode nexr to Seaft Sergeant
Jason Cowart in the front seat of a Humvee. Together, they
survived the war and under Cowart’s care Rarchetr was trans-
tormed from a malnourished lictle pup into a thriving young
dog that could sit, shake paws and roll over.

In May, Cowart’s stay in Iraq was unexpectedly exrended by
another six months. He feared that Ratcher might not be

allowed ro continue traveling with the unit, and he bepan to
search for a way to get his friend home 1o the Coware family

in lexas,

After WSPA was conracred abour Ratchet, it only wok a few
weeks 1o arrange the derails of sending the homeless Iragi dog
to a loving family back in the stares. International Projects
Director John Walsh contacted Pat Fitzgerald, an animal lover
who works for British Airways. Par not only helped o arrange
a flight for Ratchet, bur paid all of the veterinary fees and

shipping costs.

Carla Cowarr, Jason’s mother, says that Raccher is adapring
well despite never having lived in a house belore.

“Rarcher came out to my house yesterday and seemed 1o be
more at peace because we are in the country. He ran in the
tall grass and tried to bite ir as it swayed. He also tried wo bite
the buzzard that flew high in rhe sky! Thanks again for all
yOur expertise.”

More rescues...

While WSPA cannot cover the high fees associated with
transporting these dogs to the US, we are helping a number
of soldiers get the information and assistance they need 1o

save these special dogs,

see mext ppe for mare reicue stovies




